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Remembering Private Kirkland 
 
 

A paper on Private Carroll Kirkland  
and the Kirkland family’s enduring service to our country 

 
 
 

By Philip LaBerge with research by Jackie Gunn, Alyssa Gray, 
librarians, archivists, the Texas Military Forces Museum and the  

Coppell Historical Society 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

Final scene from “Saving Private Ryan” 
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Perhaps the most poignant and moving scene in American cinema is the final 

scene of “Saving Private Ryan.”  With his wife and family standing in the 
background, Private Ryan stands at aƩenƟon and salutes the grave of Captain 
John Miller giving a tribute to the man who saved his life and paid the ulƟmate 
price defending our country.  Captain Miller had been dispatched to find and bring 
home Private Ryan safely aŌer his three brothers had been killed in the war. 

An equally poignant picture is that of Sgt. Stringfellow Kirkland standing by the 
grave of his younger brother Private First Class Carroll E. Kirkland.  

 

Remembering Private Kirkland 

 

 

  

Sgt. James Stringfellow Kirkland paying respect to his younger brother, Carroll E. Kirkland, at the 
Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery near the village of La Clouse, Aubel, Belgium. 
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Coppell is a city of over 43,000 residents located just north of DFW InternaƟonal 
Airport in Dallas, Texas.  The oldest house in the community is Kirkland House 
which was built in 1904.  With financial support from the Jean & Price Daniel 
AssociaƟon, the Coppell Historical Society, and the City of Coppell, it was restored 
and relocated to Coppell’s Heritage Park in 2011 and is at the heart of Coppell’s 
historic Old Town. 
 

 
 
 
John Marion Kirkland was born in 1867 in Alabama.  In the 1880s, he came to 
Texas where he married Edna JeaneƩe Stringfellow on July 22nd, 1894.  They had 
four sons, one of which died as an infant, and four daughters.   
 
The Kirkland family was an extraordinary family with members who fought in 
WWI, WWII, the Korean War, and Vietnam.  The children of John Marion Kirkland 
(1867-1943) and Edna JeaneƩe Stringfellow (1873-1954) were: 
 

 William H. Kirkland (1895-1956) – WWI enlisted 
o Son: William H. Kirkland, Jr. (1918-1962) - WWII 

 Enice Lois Kirkland (1897-1996) 
 Sallie G. Kirkland (1901-1989) 
 Jewell Jack Kirkland (1902-1998) 
 John Klein Kirkland (1906-1907) died as infant 
 James Stringfellow Kirkland (1908-1971) – WWII & Korea 
 Louise E. Kirkland (1912-2004) 
 Carroll E. Kirkland (1915-1944) – WWII killed in acƟon 

 



4 
 

The Kirkland family was a Gold Star Family 
 
The term Gold Star family is a modern reference that comes from the Service Flag. 
These flags/banners were first flown by families during World War I. The flag 
included a blue star for every immediate family member serving in the armed 
forces of the United States, during any period of war or hosƟliƟes in which the 
armed forces of the United States were engaged. ” But in the event of a death, 
that blue star is replaced with a gold variant — the highest honor.                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carroll Kirkland was killed in acƟon fighƟng at Hill 203 in the Hürtgen Forest in 
Germany during World War II.  Described as the “green hell,” one person 
described it as follows, 

 

“To sum it up, we were fighƟng the cold, the wet under foot, the snow, the tops of 
the trees, the 88’s (with their shrapnel), and let us not forget the Germans. These 
were the worst condiƟons I ever had to fight under,”  

 

More informaƟon about the baƩle is provided later in this paper.  

1st Lt. William Hubert Kirkland, Jr. M. Sgt. Stringfellow Kirkland PFC Carroll E. Kirkland 
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A Family of Service 

 
 

 
 William Hubert Kirkland, Sr. (1895-1956): he registered for 

service in WWI.  Further informaƟon on his service has not 
been found. 
 

o William (Bill) Hubert Kirkland, Jr. (1918-1962): 
Lieutenant in Army Air Corps in WWII.  Wounded in combat. 

                                  
Bill Kirkland was was awarded the Air Medal with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters 
and the Purple Heart Medal 
 

 Terry Alan Kirkland (1945-2002): served in Vietnam 
 

 Stringfellow Kirkland (1909-1971):  In WWII, 
Stringfellow was in the U.S. Army.  He was 
inducted at Fort Sill, Oklahoma and saw service 
in N. Africa and possibly in Italy. During the 
Korean conflict, he returned to the military, 
serving with the U.S. Air Force, both in the early 
1950s, and then possibly as a reservist in the 
1960s.  

                               
Bronze Star and the Air and Space CommendaƟon Medal 
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Haƫe Sommerfield (White), wife of Stringfellow 
Kirkland:  U.S. Army Nursing Corps Reserves, 
WWII 
 
              
                            

 Eric Lawrence Kirkland, grandson of 
Stringfellow Kirkland (1970-2019)  Navy 
submariner.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Carroll Kirkland (1916-1944):  PFC in WWII in Germany.  Killed in combat. 
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Some Items on Display at Kirkland House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following pages include newspaper arƟcles and further informaƟon on  

 William Hubert “Bill” Kirkland, Jr. (military service in WWII) 
 Stringfellow Kirkland (military service in WWII and Korean War) 
 Carroll Edward Kirkland (military service in the U.S. Army, WWII) 
 Eric Lawrence Kirkland (military service, US Navy) 
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William Hubert “Bill” Kirkland, Jr. 
 
 
 

 Son of William Hubert Kirkland, Sr. and Laura Sue Bullock Kirkland 
 News arƟcle indicate that Bill completed preliminary bomber flight 

training in July, 1943, at Roswell Air Field, NM. 
 The bomber group and squadron that Bill flew with is as yet unknown. He 

served in the U.S. Army Air Corps and was wounded while in combat. 
 
BILL KIRKLAND ON WAY HOME 
Lt. Bill Kirkland, son of Mr. and Mrs. Kirkland of Coppell, and recently wounded on 
a flight mission, has landed on the east coast on his way home, according to word 
received here. 
 
12.29.1944 Carrollton Chronicle (CC) 
 
 
Lt. Bill Kirkland Comes Home 
Lt. Bill Kirkland, son of Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Kirkland of Coppell, has 
arrived home aŌer having served on missions over Germany and 
recovery from wounds received in this acƟon.  To most 
acquaintances here the news has spread somewhat to this 
effect…” Laura Fee’s Bill is home” – Referring to Laura Fee Lender, 
employee at Federal Credit Union.  
 
1.5.1945 CC 

 
 
 
                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    
     
                                                                                                                                        

                                                    
Both above 1.19.1945 CC 
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Stringfellow Kirkland 
 

  
 Son of John Marion Kirkland and Edna JeaneƩe Stringfellow Kirkland 
 Brother of William Kirkland, Sr. and Carroll Kirkland 
 In WWII, Stringfellow was in the U.S. Army, inducted at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Based solely on 

newspaper arƟcles, he saw service in N. Africa and possibly in Italy. During the Korean conflict, 
he returned to the military, serving with the U.S. Air Force, both in the early 1950s, and then 
possibly as a reservist in the 1960s. 

 
 

   
4.27.1945 CC 
 

 
6.8.1945 CC 
 

 In the 1930 census a James S. Kirkland is living in Dallas, married to Dorothy Kirkland. He was 
employed as a paper factory helper. In contrast to the 1940 census, this Kirkland is listed as 
having no schooling. 

 In the 1940 census, Stringfellow Kirkland is living with his nephew Bill Kirkland, Jr., Bill’s wife, and 
their baby girl Beverly in Dallas. At that date, Stringellow is listed as divorced and working as a 
tobacco salesman. Also, he is listed as having completed 4 years of high school.  

 In WWII, Stringfellow served in the U.S. Army, and in September, 1943 was in N. Africa 
 Stringfellow and Haƫe Sommerfeld were married  2.3.1950. Ancestry.com indicates they were 

married in Texas. 
 

 
9.22.1950 CC 
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Note: The second through fourth paragraphs highlight Sgt. Stringfellow 
Kirkland and his wife Haƫe. 
 
Stars & Stripes, 12.23.1952                                      4.3.1953 C.C. 
 
Springfellow Kirkland’s obituary is in the 
Colorado Springs GazeƩe-Telegraph, pg. 6, 
8.12.1971 
 
Stringfellow Kirkland was awarded the 
Bronze Star and the Air and Space 
CommendaƟon Medal 
 
 

  
 

 

InscripƟon: MSGT US AIR FORCE, WORLD WAR II, KOREA 
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Carroll Edward Kirkland 
 

 Son of John Marion Kirkland and Edna JeaneƩe Stringfellow Kirkland 
 Carroll’s wife, Frances “Katherine” Harn, daughter of Elmer and Lucy Harn. Katherine was born 

August 3, 1916. Daughter Beverly Jane Kirkland was born November 8, 1939 in Dallas, TX. 
 
Shown below is the son of Beverly Jane Kirkland, Randy Banwart.  He is shown with a photo of 
his grandfather, Carroll Kirkland, when he visited Kirkland House in 2024. 
 

 
 

 Carrol was with A Company, 18th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division when he was fatally 
wounded fighƟng to take Hill 203 in the BaƩle of the Hurtgen Forest. 
 

Newspaper ArƟcles: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

April 7,1944 - Carrollton Chronicle 

Carrol Kirkland of Dallas, son of Mrs. J. M. Kirkland, leŌ Monday for Army service. 

May 19, 1944 - Pvt. C. E. Kirkland of Camp Hood 
spent Sunday with relaƟves. 
 
President Franklin Roosevelt directed, with ExecuƟve ProclamaƟon 2612, that the American flag 
be displayed on Mother’s Day (May 14, 1944) in all governmental buildings. He also asked that 
all households fly the flag that day, to pay tribute to mothers of all sons and daughters exposed 
to the dangers of war. 
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November 23, 1944 – Pvt. Carroll E. Kirkland was killed in acƟon. 
 
 
 

 
 

December 15, 1944 - Carrollton Chronicle   

August 18, 1944 - Carrollton Chronicle   
 
Pvt. Carroll Kirkland is home on a 
ten-day furlough visiƟng his mother. 
Mrs. J. M. Kirkland and his wife and 
small daughter in Dallas. 
 
 
 

August 25, 1944 Carrollton Chronicle 
 
Pvt. Carroll Kirkland, who has been visiƟng his 
mother and other relaƟves leŌ Friday for Fort 
Meade, Maryland, his new post of duty. 
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CARROLL E. KIRKLAND 

RANK 

Private First Class, U.S. Army 
UNIT 

18th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division 
DATE OF DEATH 

November 26, 1944 
COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY AT 

Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery 
Hombourg, Belgium 
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InscripƟon: PFC 18 INF 1 DIV TEXAS 
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Excerpt from the RRMRC Digital Archives 
301-0: History – “Danger Forward:, 14 August 1942-8 May 1945, CollecƟon: Historical Records 
of the First Infantry Division and its Organic Elements, WWII 
Page 292 
 
On November 24th, Schonthal was overrun by First Division troops, and the hill northeast of the town 
was cleared of enemy troops. Hill 203, however, conƟnued to hold out and in the aŌernoon a powerful 
German counteraƩack, directed from Langerwehe, and covered by a heavy mortar and arƟllery barrage, 
hit the 18th Infantry, and the Germans retook the high ground north of Schonthal. 
 
BiƩer fighƟng took place on Hill 203. Both First Division troops and German troops were on this hill, and 
neither could drive the other off. The fighƟng rolled back and forth, unƟl finally, on November 27th, the 
Division drove all enemy troops of the hill.  
 
The Germans made another aƩempt to retake Hill 203, and Castle Schloss Laufenburg on November 23rd. 
German casualƟes were extremely heavy due to stubborn resistance of a pracƟcally new ouƞit of 
Germans – the 89th Infantry which simply refuse to quit. 
 
The reverse slopes of Hill 203 were well defended by a group of not more than 50 or 60 First Division 
troops, who, reinforced with excellently-sited automaƟc weapons, managed to hold control.  
 
The Division conƟnued the aƩack on November 24th, to seize the area Hucheln-Schilochen, crossing the 
Reichsautobahn and Inre River, relieving the 3rd Armored Division. 
 
FighƟng in the woods conƟnued. Only the closest liaison between the infantry and arƟllery kept the First 
Division casualƟes down. Front lines became jammed close together, so difficult became the job of 
maintaining contact with units, due to the density of the forests. 
 
On November 27th, the enemy posiƟon defending Langerwehe, and the open ground west of Duren, 
broke. During the night of November 26-27, the enemy brought up his first major unit from his hoarded 
reserves – the 3rd Parachute Division. Most of this ouƞit were young boys, 16 to 19 years of age, going 
into combat for their first Ɵme. The Germans tried to stage a super counteraƩack with the ParachuƟsts, 
but failed, and in the end, lost the Langerwehe-Jungersdorf posiƟon. 
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To read a more in-depth arƟcle, see:  BaƩle of Hurtgen Forest: Hell in a Dark Wood by Raymond E. Bell. 
Here are photos from that arƟcle. 
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Eric Lawrence Kirkland (military service, US Navy) 

 Eric was the son of David S. Kirkland and Wynell Jean Kirkland 
 Eric’s grandfather was James “Stringfellow” Kirkland 

The following is from findagrave.com and has not been verified for accuracy. 
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Resources 

William Hubert Kirkland, Sr. 
 
Texas Military Forces Museum 
AusƟn, TX 
Texasmilitaryforcesmuseum.org 
512 782-5770 
Contact: Jeff Hunt, Museum Director 
Phone conversaƟon Fall 2023: Mr. Hunt stated that there was no WWI service card for WH Kirkland 
 
William Hubert Kirkland, Jr. 
 
Coppell Historical Museum and Society 
hƩps://www.coppellhistoricalsociety.org/ 
Oral History and Stories webpage 
Laura Faye Kirkland, spouse of WH Kirkland, Jr., was interviewed 16 Jan 2006  
and in 2015 Wheelice Wilson, Jr. prepared notes of that interview 
 
NaƟonal Personnel Records Center 
St. Louis, MO 
Pay and Allowance Account Paperwork (21 Oct 1945) 
Reflects WH Kirkland, Jr.’s status as enlisted and commissioned officer status 
 
Texas Tech University 
Southwest CollecƟon/Special CollecƟons Library: hƩps://swco.Ʃu.edu/ 
Contact: Shelby Newman (archival associate – research) email address: shelby.newman@Ʃu.edu 
Shelby Newman provided links to the Texas Tech yearbooks, student newspaper, and other TTU digiƟzed 
documents 
 
The Portal to Texas History 
hƩps://texashistory.unt.edu/ 
At this site there is access to the digital search engine for the Carrollton Chronicle newspaper: 
hƩps://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collecƟons/CARRO/ 
Brief menƟons of WH Kirkland, Jr. in 1944 and ’45, incl. wedding story and photo of Bill and Laura 
 
Familysearch.org 
WH Kirland, Jr. Enlistment RegistraƟon 
 
Newspapers.com 
Obituary, Ft. Worth Star-Telegram, 17 Jan 1962 
 
HeritageQuest Online 
hƩps://www.ancestryheritagequest.com/HQA 
City Directories and Census Map Guides 
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Findagrave.com 
Birth and death data for Bill, Laura, and son Terry 
 James Stringfellow Kirkland and Family 
 
Ancestry.com 
Detailed life events for Stringfellow (census data, SS Death Index, U.S. CiƟes Directories, enlistment 
records) 
 
The Portal to Texas History 
hƩps://texashistory.unt.edu/ 
At this site there is access to the digital search engine for the Carrollton Chronicle newspaper: 
hƩps://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collecƟons/CARRO/ 
Brief menƟons of Stringfellow in 1945, 1950, and 1953; daughter Jenifer Lee Kirkland, 15 Oct 1975 
 
Findagrave.com 
Birth, death, and military service and awards data 
 
Newspapers.com 
ArƟcle that includes details about Stringfellow’s service in Germany, Stars & Stripes, 23 Dec 1952 
Obituary, Colorado Springs GazeƩe-Telegraph, 12 August 1971 
 
Ramseyfuneral.com 
Obituary, Erik Kirkland, grandson of James Stringfellow/son of David and Wynell Stringfellow 
hƩps://www.ramseyfuneral.com/obituaries/print?o_id=6524489 
 
 
Carroll Edward Kirkland 
 
The Portal to Texas History 
hƩps://texashistory.unt.edu/ 
At this site there is access to the digital search engine for the Carrollton Chronicle newspaper: 
hƩps://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collecƟons/CARRO/ 
Brief menƟons of Carroll and family in 1944 (and his wife Katherine and daughter Beverly in 1945) 
 
American BaƩle Monuments Commission – - Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery 
hƩps://www.abmc.gov/decedent-search/kirkland%3Dcarroll 
 
 
Findagrave.com 
Birth, death, and military service and awards data 
 
TX GenWeb 
Carrollton & Farmers Branch 
hƩps://txccarro.genealogyvillage.com/People/K/Kirkland_Carol.htm 
InformaƟon collected from the Carrollton Chronicle newspaper and link to Carrollton High School 
yearbook, 1945 (with link to page 14, In Memoriam-Killed in the Line of Duty) 
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First Division Museum/Col. Robert R. McCormick Research Center Digital Archives 
hƩps://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/PsSearchResults.jsp 
Headquarters 1st BaƩalion, 18th Infantry Regiment, AŌer AcƟon Report,  
Record of Events, November, 1944 
Pgs. 28-30 
hƩps://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/PsImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=5d51b39f-52d3-4177-b65e-
30b812011812%2Fiwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000056 
 
Danger Forward: The Story of the 1st Division in World War II, Knickerbocker, et al., 1947 
hƩps://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/PsImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=5d51b39f-52d3-4177-b65e-
30b812011812%2Fiwfd0000%2F20150521%2F00000001 
Note: Page 292 discusses the assault on Hill 203 by the 1st Division, 18th Infantry 
 
 
 
 

 

 


