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Putting Coppell, Texas on the Map 
 

By Philip LaBerge 
 

Coppell Historical Society & Museum 
 
 
When were the boundaries of what we call Coppell today established and why?  In order to answer that 
question, one needs to explore the past. 
 
13,500 years ago, Paleo-Indians of the Clovis Culture first appeared in this area and were among the 
earliest humans in the Americas after migrating via the Beringia land bridge from Siberia. 
800 years ago, Caddo Indian communities were widely dispersed from Longview, TX northward to Tulsa, 
OK.  This area was on its western fringe of the Caddo Indian communities. 
  
In 1778, the first European to pass through our area was Athanase de Mézières.  He was the Lt. 
Governor of Natchitoches, Louisiana and was directed by the Spanish to form an alliance between 
various Indian tribes.  He traveled from Waco north through our area along the western edge of the 
Cross Timbers to the Red River. 
 
In 1836, the Texas Revolution led to the creation of the Republic of Texas, with Sam Houston as its 
president. 
 
In 1841, a land grant was made to a group of investors led by an English investor named William S. 
Peters.  It was named Peters Colony and the intent was to entice people from America and Britain to 
settle in the area.   
 

 
 
 
In 1841, that same year,  John Neeley Bryan built a cabin near the three forks of the Trinity River, and 
the settlement eventually becomes the city of Dallas. 
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In 1842, Preston Witt settled on the east side of the Elm Fork near Sandy Lake Road.  He was the fourth 
person to settle land in the Dallas area.  He built a grist mill on the property of A.W. Perry who settled 
there around the same time.  To learn more, visit the A.W. Perry Museum in Carrollton. 
 
In 1843, Sam Houston traveled from Crockett, Texas, along the Trinity River and arrived at Grapevine 
Springs in an attempt to sign the Republic’s first Indian treaty. 
 
In 1847, George Catlin painted Caddo Indians Chasing Buffalo, Cross Timbers, Texas,  
 

 
  

In 1848, the Parrish family was granted 640 acres in Peter's colony and is thought to have been 
the first to settle within the boundaries of Coppell today.  It wasn’t for another 107 years that 
the boundaries of Coppell were actually established.   
 
The area around where they settled was referred to as the Parrish Neighborhood.  A 
community developed around the Parrish land and settlers soon established the Bethel 
Community.  Later, the Gentry Community was established in the southern part of present day 
Coppell and named for the Gentry Family that settled there. 
 
In 1851, Barnett Gibbs was born in Mississippi.   
  

https://www.cityofcarrollton.com/departments/departments-g-p/parks-recreation/facilities/a-w-perry-homestead-museum
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In 1873, Barnett Gibbs moved to Dallas in where he was an attorney.  Gibbs was not a settler of 
the Coppell area, but owned a ranch south of the region. Old Town CoppeIl, located along 
Bethel and South Coppell Roads, was once called the Gibbs Community. 
 
 In 1887, the first post office in the area was built in the Gibbs Community and named after 
him. That occurred the year before the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Railroad was built through 
the town. 
 

 
Barnett Gibbs 

Gibbs served three terms as the city attorney of Dallas (1876-1882) before he was elected to 
the Texas Senate representing Dallas, Kaufman and Rockwall Counties in 1882.  In 1884, he was 
elected lieutenant Governor and served from 1885 – 1887. 
 
In 1888, the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Railroad was built through Gibbs.  This map shows the 
new railroad just after it was constructed and before the Coppell Depot was built on it in 1890. 
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This map shows the railroad line, the Parrish property and others around the turn of the 
century.  Today’s major roads and highways are shown in green. 
 

 
 
In 1892, just five years after the post office had been named Gibbs, it changed its name to 
Coppell after the railroad depot which had been built bearing that name.  After the depot was 
built, it is assumed that most people started referring to it as Coppell and that was the impetus 
for changing the post office name. 
 

                        
 

 
In 1913, Carrollton, Texas was established and set its western boundary along Denton Creek 
and the Elm Fork of the Trinity River. 
 
In 1955, the boundaries of the Town of Coppell were defined when it was incorporated on 
November 18th of that year.  See Appendix 1. 
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In 1958, this aerial photo was created showing the boundaries (yellow dashed line) of the Town 
of Coppell.   

 
 
On March 1, 1965, the name was changed from the Town of Coppell to the City of Coppell.   See 
Appendix – Item 3. 
 
In 2024, here is a map of the City of Coppell.  A lot has changed in the 132 years since the town was 
named Coppell in 1892. 
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From the indigenous people to first live here,  
to the first Europeans who passed through here,  

 
to the first people to settle here,  

to the first communities to be built here, 
  

to the first railroad to lay track through here,   
to the first elected officials to define it as a town and then a City, 

  
Coppell is a place defined by its past  

and the people who made it what it is today.   
 

They all had a hand in putting Coppell on the map.   
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Appendix - Item 1:  Coppell Incorporation Request – 18 Nov 1955 
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Appendix – Item 2:  Town of Coppell Declaration of Incorporation 
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Appendix – Item 3:  Name Change from Town to City of Coppell on 01 Mar 1965. 
 

 


