How the Coppell Cowboys Got Their Name

Coppell Historical Society Monthly Meeting
December 13, 2025

By: Phil LaBerge



This PowerPoint presentation explores how and why Coppell High School named its team the “Coppell Cowboys.”
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From 1928 to 1965, students were taught at Coppell School (later Pinkerton Elementary). Students went to high schoolin either
Carrollton or Grapevine. Coppell High School opened in 1965 and celebrated its first graduating class that year.

There is no written record of exactly who or how the name “Cowboys” was chosen, but there are a number of factors which clearly
had an impact on the choice. Below is the bronze relief statue of a cowboy at Coppell High today.
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Alliteration: surely played a role. “Coppell Cowboys” rolls off the tongue better than Coppell Broncos, Cowhands,
Ranchers, Vaqueros or Wranglers.

Coppell’s connection to its Cowboy past: Ranching, farming and cowboys are an important part of Coppell’s early
history from the vaqueros in Tejas to the cowboys who drove cattle north through Fort Worth to Kansas on the
Chisholm Trail. Cowboy myths and legends were perpetuated through Wild West shows (1880s - 1910s), music by
singers like Gene Autry, early western films (1920s - 1950s) and TV westerns (1950s — 1960s). Bonanza, Gunsmoke,
Rawhide, Wagon Train, The Rifleman, Have Gun Will Travel and The Virginian were all shows on TV in 1963 when the
Coppell Cowboys name was chosen.

Coppell Junior Rodeo: The junior rodeo was held in the 1960s and was located near Golden Triangle trailer park. The
rodeo represented Coppell’s rural roots for the building of DFW International Airport and the rapid growth and
expansion of the City.

The Dallas Cowboys: Originally name the Dallas Steers, then Dallas Rangers, on 3/19/1960 the team was named the
Dallas Cowboys. It wasn’t until 1966 when they finished the season with a record of 10-3-1 and made their first playoff
appearance.



1. Alliteration

Definition: the repetition of usually initial consonant sounds in two or more neighboring words or syllables (such as wild
and woolly, thrifty and thriving)

There are relatively few high schools in Texas with a team name which uses alliteration with its town name. Among them
are:




2. Coppell’s Connection to its Cowboy Past

America’s First Cowboys

Christopher Columbus first brought cattle to the
island of Hispaniola (now Haiti and the Dominican
Republic) in 1493. Spanish colonists later
established cattle herds—often numbering 10,000
head or more—across New Spain, which
encompassed Mexico, Central America, and much of
the southern United States, setting the stage for their
spread north and south.

1493



They were responsible for the creation of industries previously unknown in North
America, including large-scale butchering and leather tanning operations, and
sparked demand for whole new classes of skilled labor, including vaqueros—
horse-riding cowboys who knew how to wrangle the potentially dangerous animals.



1867

Cattle drives on the Chisholm Trail took place between 1867 and the late 1880s. When the St. Louis, Arkansas and Texas
Railroad (later named the Cotton Belt Route) opened through Gibbs (later Coppell) in 1888, livestock was shipped east from

Fort Worth all the way to St. Louis. That, in addition to landowners in Texas and Oklahoma blocking the trail with barbed
wire, effectively ended the cattle drives.



Timeline

1867 - First organized drives began after Joseph McCoy set up stockyards in Abilene, Kansas, giving Texas ranchers a
northern market.

* 18711873 — Peak years of the trail; herds often numbered 2,500-3,000 cattle, though some reached 10,000.

1876 - Dodge City opened as a major cattle market, shifting traffic toward the Western Trail.

* More than 6 million cattle were driven north during the trail’s lifespan.

* The route stretched about 800 miles, from south Texas across the Red River, through Indian Territory (Oklahoma),
into Kansas. It helped establish Fort Worth as “Cowtown” and supplied beef to northern and eastern cities.

* In 1888, George Coppell helped fund the building of the St. Louis, Arkansas and Texas Railroad. In 1890, a depot
named Coppell was built in what had been Gibbs, Texas for four years prior. In 1892, the town’s name was changed
to Coppell.



1867 - 1884

COWBOYS THROUGH HISTORY

By Traces of Texas

Photo from Texas Highways:
https://texashighways.com/travel-news/a-visual-history-of-cowboys-in-texas/

The cowboys of the Chisholm Trail were young, diverse, and tough—often teenagers or men in their early twenties—who

endured grueling months of long drives, dangerous river crossings, and wild stampedes to move Texas longhorns north to
Kansas railheads between 1867 and 1884.

* Age & Background: Most trail cowboys were 16-25 years old, often second sons of farmers or ranchers who sought
adventure and wages.

Diversity: The crews included Anglo Texans, Mexican vaqueros, African American freedmen, and Native Americans. Each

group contributed unique skills—vaqueros brought roping and riding traditions, while freedmen found steady work in
drover crews.

Numbers: A typical cattle drive employed 10-15 cowboys to manage herds of 2,500-3,000 cattle.
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1867 - 1884

Life on the Trail
- Daily Work: Cowboys rode shifts to keep herds moving, prevent stampedes, and guard cattle at night.
- Pay: Wages were modest—about $30-40 per month, plus food. Trail bosses earned more.

- Hardships: They faced harsh weather, swollen rivers, prairie fires, and conflicts with Native tribes or rustlers. Stampedes
were the most feared danger, as thousands of longhorns could bolt in the night.

- Gear: Cowboys relied on saddles, lassos, spurs, and firearms. The chuck wagon carried food staples like beans, bacon,
and coffee.

11



Cultural Impact

- The Chisholm Trail helped shape the myth of the American cowboy—rugged, independent, and
adventurous.

- Songs like “The Old Chisholm Trail” and dime novels romanticized their lives, though reality was far
harsher.

- The trail also cemented Fort Worth’s nickname “Cowtown”, as drovers stopped there for supplies
and entertainment before crossing into Indian Territory.

Legacy

- Cowboys of the Chisholm Trail were working-class laborers, not wealthy ranchers, but their grit
and endurance became legendary.

- Their multicultural crews highlight how cowboy culture was a blend of Mexican vaquero traditions,
African American resilience, and frontier necessity.

12
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Harry McClintock singing The Old Chisholm Trail in 1928.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xm_uZupzbw&list=RDOxm_uZupzbwd&start _radio=1



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oxm_uZupzbw&list=RDOxm_uZupzbw&start_radio=1

Cattle drives went North through Fort Worth to railheads in Abilene and Salina, Kansas where
they were loaded on box cars on the Kansas & Pacific Railroad headed East.
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Longtime Coppell Historical Society member Lloyd Webb was our resident expert
on the Chisholm Trail. He was the chairman of the Denton County Trail Marking
Committee of the Denton County Historical Commission. He left usin 2024.

15



1890s

Here are some photos showing the importance of horse riding in our town long before the train or automobile.

Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive: (L to R) Claude Plumlee, Nevada Bell Plumlee, Myrtle Isolene Plumlee,
Howard Plumlee. In wagon: Arthur Plumlee, Archibald Constantine Plumlee. (From Elm Forks Echoes, "On the
farm," p. 4, Nov. 1981). This photo was probably taken in the late 1890s.
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https://coppellhistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com/photo/54F3B0B3-A3AE-4786-9BE9-541846178239

1900s

Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive : Picture of Charles J. Colwell with horse and

Hackberry Schoolin the background. Hackberry School was located near Beltline Road
& Denton Tap. The picture was probably taken in the very early 1900s.
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https://coppellhistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com/photo/3200B78A-8D41-4D9E-AEC3-472676981385

CoppellHistorical Society Photo Archive : Three boys on two mules. L-R
Joe Parrish, Bill Parrish & Ed Parrish (sons of Frank & Emma).

.
.
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https://coppellhistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com/photo/CFF7A8EF-9473-477E-9C91-113305941130

1912

Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive: L-R: Joe Parrish, Bill Parrish, Ed Parrish. (Doris Parrish

Hawley, resident, 7/22;02) The November, 1982 issue of "Elm Fork Echoes" says this photo was taken
about 1912 in the Parrishs' backyard in Lewisville.
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https://coppellhistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com/photo/F9B3D8EC-C9FF-4E6F-9AAD-149625491416

1920s

Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive: Three girls on white horse held by woman; man in
overalls on porch of house. The photo may be from the 1920s based on the style of her dress.
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https://coppellhistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com/photo/951A4681-4311-4809-92B1-185460061828

Cowboys and the Wild West

From the late 1800s to its height in the 1960s, songs, stories, films and TV shows connected Coppell to its cowboy roots.
Coppell’s Western Day, Junior Rodeo, Coppell High School Rodeo Club, and 4-H Club were indelibly linked to its cowboy past.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSqcxFGFVas

Gene Autry was born in 1907 in Tioga, Texas on the east end of Lake Ray Hubbard. Cowboy myths and legends were perpetuated
through Wild West shows (1880s — 1910s), music by singers like Gene Autry, early western films (1920s — 1950s) and TV westerns
(1950s - 1960s). Shown above are Gene Autry, Buffalo Bill, The Lone Ranger and Tonto, John Wayne, and Roy Rogers & Dale

Evans to just name a few.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSqcxFGFVas

1920s
Playing football has always been important in Coppell going back to its early history.

Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive : Football was always been popularin
Coppell, Texas. This is an undated photo probably from the 1920s.
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https://coppellhistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com/photo/9D165FB2-0045-428D-834D-240366166280

1948

COPPELL GRADE SCHOOL
FOOTBALL TEAM - 1948-49

Don Plumlee Manager: Scott Alexander
Charles Roundtree Coach: Roy Sweeney

Coppell School Football Team - 1948. Note that the football says “Coppell Tigers” on it.
Photo provided by Richard Lee.
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1952

Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive Coppell Elementary Football Team, December 5, 1952. Back row: James Petty-6th, Frank
Petty-8th, Bill Milton-8th, Benita Gentry-8th Football Sweetheart, Jackie McClain-8th, Gene Claytor-8th, Mr. Lindsey, Coach Front
row: Donnie Sharp-7th, Henry Parrish-6th
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https://coppellhistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com/photo/69E242E8-EEB3-4DB6-8B59-783573572089

Carrollton Chronicle 1952-54

1952 1953 1954

The Coppell School football team was named the Tigers from the early 1950s (or earlier) until 1963.
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Carrollton Chronicle — 1956 — Note mention on Linda Vanbebber’s 10t birthday. She went on to become the
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Roundup Queen per her picture in the 1964 yearbook.
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r : 1956

Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive : Coppell's 6-man football team, 1956. Coach & principal, Mr. Lindsay.

Back row from left: Larry Stults, Billy Jack Davis, ?, Mr Lindsay, Brenda Franklin, J. B. Ethridge, ?, George Melawty (?).
Bottom row, from right: Rudy Stults, Billy Houston.
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Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive : Children in Coppell started playing football at an early age.
Officers of Pep Squad, Coppell School, April 1960. Back row: Mary Stults, Kay Leslie, Cynthia Bouldin,

Floyce Ward, Joyce Ward, Effie Reynolds, Dale Garcia, Sue White. Front row: Linda Vanbebber, Ronnie
Parker, James Brim, Linda Daniel, Margie Bates
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https://coppellhistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com/photo/107C9253-196A-4AB8-80D2-116160203824
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Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive : Coppell School opened in 1928. When

Coppell High School opened in 1965 it became Coppell Elementary. In 1986 it
was renamed Pinkerton Elementary.
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1960s

3. CoppellJunior Rodeo:

The Coppell Junior Rodeo played a large part in why the name Cowboys was chosen as the Coppell High
School mascot.
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In a great article titled “Small-town rodeo history provides basis for CHS mascot” written by Akansha Singh for Coppell
Student Media on 2/18/2020, she wrote:

Coppell city councilman C.T. Waters led the Coppell Junior Rodeo in its inception in 1960, based on his 8-year old son
Mitch’s idea. For two years, the rodeo was housed in Wagon Wheel Ranch, site of current-day Wagon Wheel Park.
After that, the rodeo moved to a stadium built on the Waters’land, on what is now the Golden Triangle Mobile Home
Park.

Gay Dobecka said,

“Sports, in general, were a staple of community life. Activities like these would bring liveliness to the otherwise quiet
town.

“[Sports] held our community together. If there was a ball game, we used to joke that someone could come in and rob
everybody blind because they knew where everybody would be. Football or basketball - it was truly the community
event. Everybody was there, and if we played out of town, everybody went.”

“It was this combination of a close-knit, small community and the prevalence of livestock that fostered interest in the
rodeo.”
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1960
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Here is link to a video of the Coppell Junior Rodeo by WBAP-TV (Television station : Must watch video!!!

Fort Worth, Tex.) August 28, 1960. Note: population = 680

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc2426217/m1/?7q=%22coppell%20junior%20rode0%22

Credit: University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting UNT
Libraries Special Collections.-TV (Television station : Fort Worth, Tex.). [News Clip: Rodeo], video, August 28, 1960;
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1962

In the 1962 edition of the Coppell School Roundup yearbook, there are western drawings and photos used
throughout the book, but the term “cowboy” is only used on the very last page with the heading of “Cowboy
Snapshot.” The page is a collection of nine photos. The first of the photos is of School Board President
Sammy P. Lesley. According to Richard Lee, it was Lesley who proposed naming the team the “Cowboys.”

According to Ron Chapman, he remembers voting on naming the team the “Cowboys” when he attended
Coppell School in 1963.

ROUNDUP

ﬂ N COPPELL SCHOOL

\lll|[§/¥ COPPELL, TEXAS 1961-1962
THE ROUNDUP ; o
Y

N —

Here is a link to the entire 1962 edition of The Coppell Roundup: roundup_1962.pdf
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https://www.coppellhistoricalsociety.org/uploads/1/2/3/5/123514922/roundup_1962.pdf
https://www.coppellhistoricalsociety.org/uploads/1/2/3/5/123514922/roundup_1962.pdf

1963

The first Coppell Cowboys football field was named after Superintendent Lesley. According to Wheelice
‘Pete’ Wilson, the first sign said, “S.P. Lesley Field, Home of the Coppell Cowboys.” The field is located at
Coppell High School 9t Grade today. Note that the sign no longer shows “Home of the Coppell Cowboys.”
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1963
4. The Dallas Cowboys:

By 1963, the Dallas Cowboys, who had been established in 1960, were beginning to improve and
gaining lots of attention.

BOB LILLY

COWBOYS

In 1963, the stars of the Dallas Cowboys were (L-R) coach Jim Landry, Don Merideth (QB), Bob Hayes
(WR), Bob Lilly (DT), Don Perkins (RB), and Chuck Howley (LB).
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1964
Coppell School 1964 Yearbook “The Roundup”

THE COPPELL SCHOOL

ALMAMATER

ROUNDUP MJ = = {’u-
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Lift our oolors, spood them onward, May they ever fly,

\ h | ]

f Y b
e - .
Eail to Thes our almamater, Hail to Coppell High.

Listen to the Coppell School Almamater

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=De1RnW5AvVME

36


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=De1RnW5AvME

1964

Covioys coming through o win Districe

Photos from the 1964 yearbook referring to the football team as the Cowboys.
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1964

Jalmay Dubocks Jersy Moore Nay Piakarten

Jimmy Otinget Ronnie Bdwanh William Hawkine

Coppell Cowboys Football Team in 1964
38



Aoverik Queens
strong, Dlane Ottirgse

Telees flow: Wars Salley, Vera Galley, Par Hancack, Patty Whits, Xaen Armu o
Passy Lewis, Linda Dubecks, Churlemte Nixoo, Chisdine Jenkins, Kathy Stulte, Mary Darbes,

The cheerleading squad was
known as the “Maverick Queens.”

1964

Stancirg: Wilson, Ediror; Waddill, Asst. Zdivoe; Bandley, Deaeing, Lasley, Rush, Waltarn, Wadd(ll, Thompsoa,
Sexloson, Drows, Smith, Cerkls, My, Welch, finrwell. Soared Wright, Aset. Efitee; Rosder, Winener, Mrz

Soaoth, Sponsoe; MNrs, MUler, Asst, Fpossar: Chapaman, Vanbebbesr,
The Coppell School newspaper was called “Hoof Prints.”
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Western Day back in
1964 exemplifies how
important Cowboy
culture was in Coppell
back when the name for
the Coppell High School
was chosen.
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1965

Coppell High School opened in 1965 which was the first year that the Dallas Cowboys football team had a .500 record
and started to show promise. Shown below is the first graduating class that year.

Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive First graduating Coppell Historical Society Photo Archive First graduating

class from Coppell High School seated in original gym. class from Coppell High School seated on the football
field. 41
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1965

Coppell High School’s football program began in 1965, but detailed season-by-season records are only consistently
available from the 1980s onward. Since then, the Coppell Cowboys have built a strong tradition, with multiple district
titles, deep playoff runs, and several 10+ win seasons.

Early Years (1965-1980s)
- Coppell High School opened in 1965, and the football program started the same year.

- In the early decades, Coppell was a small-town school competing in lower UIL classifications. Records from this
period are sparse, but the team gradually grew in competitiveness as Coppell itself expanded.
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Phil,

This is a more recent memory, but the Dallas Cowboys had major ties to Coppell back in the 1980s and forward, being
located in Valley Ranch. At one time, around 30 Dallas Cowboys lived in Coppell. And the Dallas Cowboys used
Coppell High School's football field on occasion for practices, as well as for training camps for youth.

(Just as an aside, the Citizens' Advocate started in 1984 as a newspaper for Coppell and Valley Ranch, since Valley
Ranch was so isolated from Irving, and our frontpage subtitle was Home of the Coppell and Dallas Cowboys.)

Good luck,
Jean Murph
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The new Coppell Cowboys team logos appear.
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Buddy Echols was a legendary Coppell High School
superintendent whose leadership and impact on the
community earned him the honor of having the school’s
stadium named after him.

Who Was Buddy Echols?

* Role: Superintendent at Coppell High School during the
formative years of the football program.

e Legacy: He was known for building Coppell’s football
culture, instilling discipline, teamwork, and pride in the
Cowboys identity.

e Community Impact: Beyond wins and losses, Echols
was remembered for shaping young athletes into leaders
and for strengthening Coppell’s civic spirit through
athletics.

45
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Mr. Buddy Echols
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Buddy Echols Field
* Opened: 1989 as the official home of Coppell High School football, soccer, and track teams.

e Capacity: Seats about 10,000-12,000 spectators, making it one of the larger high school stadiums in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area.

¢ Facilities: Includes a running track, artificial turf, video scoreboard, press box elevator, and full accessibility features.

e Location: On the Coppell High School campus at 185 West Parkway Boulevard, Coppell, Texas.

coppeu 1SD cm%s" uddy Echols nem
185 W Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX 750]
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Growth Era (1990s-2000s)
* Bythe 1990s, Coppell had moved into larger UIL divisions as the city’s population surged.
 The Cowboys became known for strong district performances and playoff appearances.

* Notable seasons included multiple playoff runs.

Modern Success (2010s-2020s)
* Coppell consistently competes in Class 6A, the highest level of Texas high school football.

* The program has produced double-digit win seasons and playoff berths against powerhouse programs in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area.

* Recent highlights:

e 2023 Season: 12-1 overall, 7-0 district record.

» 2024 Season: 12-1 overall, 7-0 district record.

e 2025 Season (current): 10-2 overall, 6-1 district record.

 The Cowboys are regularly ranked among the top 20-40 teams in Texas 6A football.
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2010-2014

Solomon Thomas

Solomon Christopher Thomas (born August 26, 1995) is an American professional football defensive tackle. He played
football for the Coppell Cowboys in High School. He then played for the Stanford Cardinal and was selected third overall
by the San Francisco 49ers in the 2017 NFL draft. He has also played in the NFL for the Las Vegas Raiders and New York
Jets. On March 12, 2025, Thomas signed a two-year, $8 million contract with the Dallas Cowboys
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JUDDY. ECHOLS HIELD

Coppell Cowboy Football Team Photo
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Coppell’s Varsity Marching Band regularly advances to the UIL State Marching Contest, most recently placing
7thin Class 6Ain 2024. In 2025, they won their fifth consecutive Area B title, a record-setting streak.
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Coppell Cowgirls

deliver U.S. volleyball a huge win
over defending world champs

STATE GHAMPIONS 2025 I ,_ Coppell's Chiaka Ogbogu helps

L7

Chiaka Ogbogu, from Coppell, delivered a dominant performance in a
huge game against Serbia at the Paris Olympics yesterday.

Golf champions Soccer champions Volleyball champions
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Conclusion

Two years before the opening of Coppell High School, the name of the Coppell School mascot was changed
from the Coppell Tigers to the Coppell Cowboys. The things that influenced that selection were:

* Horse riding played an important role in Coppell’s past as a farming community before the arrival of the
railroad and automobiles. Cattle driven from South Texas to Fort Worth and up to railheads in Kansas
defined the American cowboy and gave Fort Worth its name “Cowtown.”

* Popular cowboy folklore presented in countless songs, wild west shows, and TV shows were at their height
in the early 1960s.

* The Coppell Junior Rodeo was very popular and helped young people find their cowboy roots.

* In 1960, the Dallas Cowboys team was established, but it took a number of years before they built the
team, started winning and became popular.

* Alliteration played a role in selecting the name.

Go Cowboys!
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